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The Distribution of Northern and Southern Lexicon
in Danyang and Dantwu’

— A Preliminary Investigation

Richard VanNess Simmons

Introduction

The Danyang and Dantwu dialects are located in mid Jiangsu Province, just south of the Yangtze
River and the city of Jennjiang. They are in the center of a region where the Jiang-Hwai Mandarin
dialects border with the northern Wu dialects and the transition between the two dialect types
forms a continuum from Jennjiang to Charngjou. The distribution of the colloquial lexicon here is
extremely complex. There is a great deal of mixing of Mandarin and Wu dialect vocabulary and
phonology across the region. This situation that reflects the dialects' border status as well as the
historical interplay between Mandarin and Wu dialects in the region. The varied distribution of the
colloquial lexicon reveals a complex linguistic and social interplay among the speakers of these
dialects.

This paper looks at this question more closely using linguistic maps displaying data from the
region's dialects gathered in recent fieldwork. The lexical items that are examined form isoglosses
that bundle in a line roughly parallel to the Dantwu-Danyang border. This is strong evidence that
the border between these two counties is of significant historical and linguistic importance.

Part 1: Brief background

Danyang and Dantwu, both just south of Jennjiang, lay in part of the heartland that was the
southern Kingdom of Wu in the Three Kingdoms period (220-280). (See Jonggwo lihshyy
dihtwujyi III: 26-27.) This was in the days when Suen Chyuan (first ruler of Wu, r. 222-252)
negotiated and fought with Liou Bey (first ruler of Shuu, r. 221-223) and Tsaur Tsau (founder of
Wey in 220) over the fate of the larger Chinese empire. Danyang and Dantwu were later among
the territory of the Southern Dynasties, Song (420479), Chyi (479-502), Liang (502-557), and
Chern (557-589). In the Danyang countryside, stone statues of mythical beasts that guarded the
tombs of many of the rulers of those dynasties are scattered in the rice fields. They are grand and
imposing relics from golden days a millenium and a half in the past that stand guard over today's
expansive, quiet paddies.

In the time of the Three Kingdoms and Six Dynasties an early Wu dialect was probably
dominant in the region. Mandarin likely first made its way into the region after the construction of
the Grand Canal that began in the Swei (581-618). Crossing the Yangtze at Jennjiang and flowing

* This paper was originally presented at the First International Conference on Chinese Sociolinguistics (Hhatte
B E¥ EF¥ARBHT 4, September 7-9, 2002, Beijing Language and Culture University).



through Dantwu and Danyang on its way to Hamngjou and Sujou, the Grand Canal allowed
Jennjiang and its surrounding countryside to develop close cultural and commercial contact with
Yangjou, which sits opposite the city on the northermn bank of the Yangtze. One result of this
contact is that the language now spoken in Jennjiang is closely affiliated with the Yangjou dialect.
The southern reaches of Jennjiang type Jiang-Hwai Mandarin now extend into Dantwu. But as we

will see in the maps we discuss below, Mandarin forms generally terminate along the northern
border of Danyang.

Part 2: Maps and Discussion

Below we look at six words in 184 dialects in Danyang and Dantwu, including 3 in Jennjiang (or
Ruennjou). Beginning with raw phonetic data for the words in each dialect, we first analyzed our
data into comparable cross-dialectal morphophonemic forms, which we write between slashes, for
example 'peq/ for the negative 75.' (The raw data is listed in the appendix, together with a list of
the dialect sites) We then mapped the distribution of differing forms for each of the six words
across Danyang and Dantwu.’ Doing so, patterns can be discerned in the geographical grouping of
the differing forms for each word, and obvious isoglosses reveal themselves.

The variation within words can be fairly simple, with only a few forms, as is the case with the
plain negative. Or the variation is complex and the variant forms seen in the dialects are many, as
is the case with che 'vehicle'. Yet even in the complex cases, clear isoglosses can be distinguished.
In the below discussion there is a companion table for each map. The table lists the different
morphophonemic or lexical forms and identifies how many of each are found in the data, as well
as the total number recorded. Often two or more acceptable variant forms were recorded for a
single site. Thus the total number of forms for a given word, or meaning, is sometimes greater than
184, the number of dialect sites on the maps.

2.1 The plain negative
We find three forms for the plain negative in the region: /feq/, /peq/ and /puly/. The former is
diagnostic for Wu dialects, as argued by Yi Zhigidng (2000). The latter two are variant forms of
the bilabial Mandarin negative, which Jerry Norman (1988:182) has noted is characteristic of the
Mandarin dialects. On Map 1 we can see that the isogloss separating the Wu /feq/ from the
Mandarin /peq/ is in northern Danyang near the border with Dantwu. This isogloss is north of the
jwoliou isogloss (see 'tea’ and ‘to look for' in Sections 2.3 and 2.4 below). The accounting in Table
1 shows that there is virtually no overlap between the forms at the sites. In fact, out of the 184
sites recorded, only one (#174 in the appendix) allowed for either /feq/ or /peq/. The single
instance of /pub/ is in a Mandarin dialect island in the south of Danyang (#117 in the appendix),
which also shows idiosyncratic behavior in some of the other forms below. This overall situation
strongly validates the strength of the plain negative as a diagnostic criterion in dialect
classification.

Table 1
No.
/feq/ 94 3
Ipeg/ 89 : A
/pub/ 1 A L
Total 184
Map1
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2.2 'Ted
Seven distinct forms of the word 'tea' are found in the data. As Table 2 shows, all the forms are
derived from the single morpheme char #¥. Among them, the only aspirated form, /tsar/, is rare
and all examples (excepting that of the Mandarin dialect island in southern Danyang) are in the
north, as illustrated on Map 2. Kaikoou forms with main vowel /a/ are concentrated in the north in
Dantwu. Forms with rounded main vowel /o/ (identified as “Aerkoou” on Map 2) dominate, and

none of these have aspirated initials.
Table 2

No. All'R'

fjyor/ |1 |Unaspirated, retroflex initial & rounded vowel | ERAIESR, HRE; BELH

/tsar/ {18 | Aspirated sibilant initial & unrounded final BEREER, HRE: A

/tzar/ |9 Unaspirated, sibilant initial & unrounded final | BRFAES, HFRE(; FO

fzor/ |78 |Unaspirated, sibilant initial & rounded final | ARIARES, FRAE: &0
/dzo/ |49 |Murmured, sibilant initial & rounded final AEAMR, FRil; &0

/dzio/ |2 |Murmured, palatal initial & rounded vowel | SR, HHEAT: EELH
tzior/ |29 |Unaspirated palatal initial & rounded vowel | SERAES, HFHAT: BELHE

Total |186
The word for 'tea’ also provides us with a good idea of the location of the jwoliou isogloss in the
distribution of /dzo/ and /dzio/. Jwoliou is considered to be the hallmark of typical northern Wu
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dialect pronunciation. As Map 2 illustrates, the jwoliou isogloss is in the southeast of the region, a
bit further from the Danyang-Dantwu border than the /bub/-/feq/ isogloss. However, the isogloss
that runs where /tzor/ ceases in the north bundles closely with that of /buh/-/feq/.

‘ Pronunciations of /char/ 'tea'
Mandarin & Wu DANYANG & DANTWU @OrEF24Y K ERE:. &0

Border Survey Jiangsu, China Xmgas K FRN: Fo
Hegriayx  FT&W, Fn
COMBRBY , FLW; &0
CrFFHHEE L FRW,; &0
PrBHABRE , FHW; A0
Orarzx4a , SWW: 4D

2.3 'To look for'

There are three forms for the meaning 'to look for', two derived from the morpheme shyun F-
/shyin/ and /zhin/, and one from jaao $%- /tzaao/, all listed on Table 3. The latter is the typical
Mandarin form, while the shyun based forms are more common in Wu dialects. On Map 3 we can
see that /tzaao/ dominates in Dantwu, where /shyin/ and /zhin/ are extremely rare. On the other
hand, while /tzaao/ is found in Danyang, /shyin/ and /zhin/ dominate there. The isogloss between
jaao and the shyun forms closely parallels the /bul/-/feq/ line. Significantly, we also discern that
there is a jwoliou isogloss between /shyin/ and /zhin/, the latter a murmured form, that is close to

that of forms for 'tea’.
Table 3

No.
/shyin/ | 40 | voiceless palatal initial

/zhin/ | 57 | murmured palatal initial

R | | au
T |1k | T
o | ot |
w B | E
2k |2k =

/tzaao/ | 106 | voiceless sibilant initial
Total 203




Map 3

9.5 "To look for' /jeso/
Mandarin & Wu " DANYANG & DANTWU B RBEEN, M

Border Survey Jiangsu, China 3. EGEEEHW, FRE

1999~2003
/\/\\;V OR: MBEERW, ME
= S

2.4 'To stand'
Table 4
No.

/tzann/ |15 |sibilant initial, low vowel, nasal end i BEEERRNT, RocE, Bl
/tzaenn/ |39 |sibilant initial, front vowel, nasal end i EREERET. BIGY, BER
/tzah/ 31 |sibilant initial, low vowel, no nasal end W EFRERH, o, LR
/tzaeh/ |68 [sibilant initial, front vowel, no nasal end i EREREL, ATE, BRLBRAE
/dzah/ |1 | murmured sibilant initial, low vowel, no nasal end |3%i: FRH MK, KT, HELELT
Ng |37 ST
/ftsen/ |6 |aspirated initial, inpying tone ERHEA, BF
/djiyi/ |4 | murmured initial, probably yangshang tone FRAMWA, ME (?7)
ftjiyi/ |1 | voiceless initial, probably yangshang tone HE AR, PE (7))
/bhaw/ |2 |murmured initial, yangpyng tone | AR M, BT
fjaah/ |1 (1)
/tzai/ 1 (?)
Total 206




A glance at Table 4 reveals that there is a significant variety of words for 'to stand' in the region,
with twelve distinct types reflected in the data. Looking at Map 4, we see that the variety is not so
striking in Dantwu, however, where all forms are derived from the common Mandarin jann ¥5.
But, while the /tsaeh/ that is so common in Danyang is also based on jann, the Dantwu forms are
phonologically more close to northern Mandarin. This is because forms of /jann/ with a nasal
articulation in the final predominate in Dantwu but are rare in Danyang, whose /tsaeh/ has lost the
nasal. The southemn word lih 3£ (/lig/) joins /tsaeh/ to make up the overwhelming majority of
forms found in Danyang. (Curiously, the Mandarin dialect island in southern Danyang has an
unusual form in this case) Again we see a striking isogloss at the southern edge of the forms of
Jann that preserve the final nasal, running closely along the border between the two counties, just
north of the /buh/-/feq/ line.

'To stand' /jann/

Mandarin & Wu DANYANG & DANTVU DH: WRERN, XF, ALBE
Border Survey Jiangsu, China By, MEETAN MEE ALBS
1993-2003 ) ’ '
/,\/\\J“ Ok: PBERN, EXF, BEXAL
<::> Cl O#: *BELN, WEZ#& BEXAL

@¥: FEARX, EXT, BEEAL
Ax

—/tsen/: WRBEN, BA¥

| 7djivi/: R HRAEE, BL (7)

0 /tjiyi/: mEm8, BLE (9)

() /bhau/: PREHMNK, BY

Y /jeah/ (2)

< /tzai/ (?)

2.5 'Face'
With words for 'face', the situation appears complex, but is actually fairly simple. Table 5 shows
cleven types extracted from the data that are found in the Danyang-Dantwu region. We can easily
divide these eleven types into two groups: one with forms based on the northern morpheme /ean
B, and another of forms based on the southern morpheme miann TH. (Note there are also a couple
of examples that mix the two as [flf) But the colorful variation seen with the compounds built
upon these two morphemes still reveals a pattern that once again highlights the isogloss region



along the Danyang-Dantwu border and the /buh/-/feq/ dividing line. For, as can be seen in Map 5,
forms with /lean/ are concentrated in Dantwu, while forms with /miann/ predominate in Danyang.

(But again, the Mandarin dialect island in southern Danyang has the Mandarin /lean/.)
Table 5

No. No.
/lean/ 42 | B (lateral initial) /miannlean/ | 2 i1} 2
/nean/ 30 | #% (nasal initial) /miannmen/ " | 1 oy
/leankoong/ | 2 KL /miannneq/ 1 [T
/leanniang/ 1 i /miannniang/ | 1 [T
/miann/ 9 i8] /miannpyi/ 1 HE
/miannkoong/ | 104 | ML Total 194

"Face’ /lean/

Yendarin & Wy DANYANG & DANTWU O B: /lean/ (lateral initial)

iangsu, Chi C o
?8335503?“” Jiangsu, China O K : /nesn/ (nasal initial)

/ , © K : /leankoong/
O @ ORO: /leanniang/
T M &: /wiann/
O ®A: /eiannkoong/
@iﬁ&: /miannlean/
W®O: /miannmen/
N®mDO: /eiannneq/

O®O: /aiannniang/
K@E: /uiannpyi/

2.6 'Car, vehicle'
Table 6 lists the tremendous variety of forms for 'car' or 'vehicle' that the data record for Danyang
and Dantwu, We extracted a full twenty-one distinct types, all based on diverse pronunciations of
the morpheme che %, many in combination with various different suffixes. This colorful mix of



diverse forms illustrates the many types of noun suffix found in the region, and their rich variety.
The wide diversity of forms is illustrative of the strong transitional dialect mixing in Dantwu. Yet
here too, patterns emerge from the apparent chaos. Map 6 shows us that forms with /tsa/ are
clearly dominant in Danyang. Further, the northern edge of the /tsa/ forms falls again right near the
border with Dantwu in the /buh/-/feq/ isogloss corridor.

Table 6
No. | All'7F No. | All'#

/tsa/ 78 /chuo/ 3 retroflex initial
/tsateq/ 4 /tso/ 23
/tsatzeq/ 5 /tsotzy/ 4
/tsatzy/ 9 /tsei/ 13
/chia/ 4 /tseitzy/ 3
/chiatzeq/ 1 /chivatzeq/ 2
/chiatzy/ 1 /tsy/ 1
/chiuo/ 12 /tsytzy/ 2
/chiuoteq/ 2 /tsae/ 1
/chiuotzeq/ 3 /chiae/ 1
/chiuotzy/ 20 Total 192

Map 6

119.5 Car, vehicle' /che/ ¥

Mandarin & Wu DANYANG & DANTWU O /1sa/ N /chiae/
Border Survey Jiangsu, China O /tsateq/

1993-2003
/\\/r“- / O /tsatzeq/
/O\" Q; D /tsatzy/
— 2 S /chia/
w2 R /chiatzeq/
R /chiatzy/
C /chiuo/
T /chivoteq/
B /chivotzeq/
fF /chivotzy/
X /chuo/ (retroflex initial)
O /tso/
® /tsotzy/
Z [tseil
& [tseitzy/
A /chivatzeg/
V /tsy/
V /tsytzy/
V /tsae/
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Part 3: Conclusion

The maps and data that we have looked at above clearly show the complex mixing of dialect
types that is at play in this territory at the transition between Southern Jiang-Hwai Mandarin and
Wu dialects. The data and maps also illustrate the nature of the north-south continuum of gradual
divergence that has developed between the dialects that span the region. Yet despite all the
apparent chaos, the data reveal obvious patterns when plotted on the map, and definite isoglosses
come into sharp focus. Significantly, most of these isoglosses all bundle in a fairly narrow belt
Just south of the Danyang-Dantwu border. The jwoliou isogloss is somewhat further south of the
others. This indicates that the feature of jwoliou is a weaker, less diagnostically significant
feature of Wu than it is often thought to be. But the tight bundling of the other isoglosses to the
north leaves no doubt that this belt represents the line where the most fundamental elements of
Mandarin finally give way to Wu when moving south, and where any northward elements of Wu
hold their stand against the Mandarin advance.

NOTES

1 All data utilized in this study was collected in the field during the vears 1999 to 2001 by Richard VanNess
Simmons, Shyr Ruujye, Guh Chyan, and their associates under the Project for the Investigation of the
Boundary between Wu and Jiang-Hwai Dialects, funded by the Henry Luce Foundation U.S. China
Cooperative Research Program.

2 Linguistics maps were drawn with the SEAL system (System of Exhibition and Analysis of Linguistic Data),
software developed by Chitsuko and Yusuke Fukushima.
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APPENDIX
Dantwu and Danyang Site Data

Notes regarding the data and transcription:

All field data is written in IPA using a narrow phonetic, though sometimes rough, transcription.

Single superscript numbers in non-ru# tone syllables indicate the syllable is normally proncunced in neutral
tone, aften at the relative pitch level represented by the number.

In recording the data given here, the fieldworkers did not attempt to verify the root tone of morphemes in
multisyllable words and merely recorded the actual pitch contour of each syllable.

Superscript symbols that are not numbers indicate a slight following articulation, except for [}, which
represents aspiration.

Subscripts indicate a modification of the previous symbol.

Because of the common convention of writing voiced initials for yang (lower register) tone words, murmur 1s
not encoded on the maps on sites in townships where less than two fieldworkers recorded breathy voicing or



plain voicing in initial consonants.

i Bill, 28 # 45 b L i i i
Site negative | ‘tea’ ‘seek’ ‘stand’ ‘face’ ‘vehicle’
Lo | P KR o7 tso"’ tso” tse™ mir"'k"ap” tg"ia"
2. | FHEEH AL fo? tsa' tso” tsa” mii'k"on* " ya“tso?
3. MR 27" tsa” tso” ts3™” 11"k oy’ tf"ua''tso’
< 4%
s o , mil ,
4. | FReEs R fa? tso" gin" tse” mif"khor t6"ia " tso'
5. | Pt AR fa?’ tso™ tso™ ts5™ m te"ia" tsa?’
6. | Ak lERE fa?’ tsu" tso” tse”” mr” tgin''tsa?’
7. FHEE T AR fa?' tsu" tsa” tse’’ mi''k"on™ tehie”
8. | FriEmii AR fa7' tso" t50 tse” mi"k"oy” ts"a’'tso?'
9. | PR vo?’ tso"" tso” tsee” mi1"k"on” ts"a”
10, | FHETH TR po? teyo”” tso” tsE" | ETigeg te"yo""ts)’
1L | FHET MEE pa?’ tgyo™ tss” ts3” i t"yo" 157"
12. | FHET A pa?’ dzyo”' tso" tsan”" " tfuo™'tsy’
13. | FHET HEE pa? tfuo® tso" tsg” i tsheitsy’
14, | FHeEmgar g po?’ ts"a” tso” tse” nie” tshei”
15, | FHEEHKE pa?’ tsa” tso” ts§” n” ts"a"tsy’
ki
16, | FHERIHE®E pa?” tfuo™ tso™ tse™ i :gizf 'tS'f
PP ; 5 tfuo™ .
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ts"a
18. | FHERMYM S pa?” ts"A" tso" tsg”! ni'! tsPei”
AL A 2 47 ; t UO35 pt ﬁm i i
19, | FHERBIRTE pa?’ tfuo” tso™ tse™ i tf"uo™tse?
1 4cds A N " T 1 54 P tShAm
20. | AR 1T pe? tsa tso ts¥ 1t tshei’tsy
h, st i
NI 5 2 2 - ey t
21, | PHERINTGHE pa? tsa” tso” tsg" nii” zhi*;}';
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25. | FHEBRYER pa?” tshA™ tso" tsE” nii" ts"ei”
N . . io¥tsP A 14
26. | FHER LS pa?” tsa™ tso™ tsE" i f;:e;? ); b
27, | PHEREERIA po? tgyo™ 15" tsg” nit™ t¢"yo"'tsy'
28. | FHERBEHIE pa?’ teyo™ 5™ ts&” nii”! tg"yo"“'tsy’
29. | FHEFEE LI pa?” tgyo” 155" 158" iy t¢"yo"
30, | PHESE A po?” tfuo™ tso” ts8” ™ tfPus”
31, | FHESERAL pa?’ tfuo™ tsa” ts8” 1" tfuo™ts)”
32, | MR EML 2 U | pa? teyo™ tso™ tse” nii™ te"yo™'ts)’
B i L \ 5 45 5 o~ n% 45
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